Introduction to Science Fiction, 2015
First Class Discussion:
· Definitions of Spec Fic: Sci Fi, Fantasy and Horror

· Generate list of sci fi books & movies students have read or watched 

· Discuss use of futuristic elements for excitement and plot points; used for adventure stories with comedic and/or thriller aspects – and not for serious drama.  Raise question about true deeper purpose, beyond entertainment and profit…  Social commentary!

· Process of creating sci fi: 1. Consider present.  2. Extrapolate (make predictions about) the future.  3. Write a story that predicts a possible future, and probably offers warnings.  Note that the future described actually offers commentary about the present!

· Discuss how the author’s accuracy will vary: some predictions will have come true, some will be slightly off (or still pending!), and some world changes will not have been predicted.  Discussing the truth of the commentary and warnings – and their current relevance – is our work as readers.

Definition of Sci-Fi

( What sci-fi is about

Sci-Fi is about “the impact of actual or imagined science upon society or individuals.”

· Required characteristics

Sci-Fi has at least 3 of the following characteristics (says Damon Knight):

· science

· scientific method

· extrapolation

· technology and invention

· future or remote past, including all time travel

· other places—planets, dimensions—including visitors from “above’

· catastrophes, natural or man-made

· Typical elements

Sci-Fi often features the following:

· science & experimentation, including:

· extrapolation

· mad (or sane) scientist in laboratory

· sinister biological experiments, transformations & mutations, creation of life

· advanced fancy technology (like robots, war machines, new weapons, supercomputers) and its risks

· consequences of knowledge/discovery

· things we aren’t meant to know

· price of ambition and hubris (too much pride)

· nuclear age; the atom bomb

· future war, huge war

· apocalypse: destruction of the world, man-made or natural catastrophe (i.e. global warming)

· travel to other planets, through space, time, underwater, underground

· intelligent aliens and alien invasion

· fantastic creatures, horrible monsters, other life forms

· ideal worlds/societies

· futuristic imaginary settings

· weird & seemingly impossible events

· cultural clashes and changes, including:

· government control, military control

· colonialism

· world domination

· immoral villain or increasingly insane hero

· narrator is sometimes only a witness to the events

· investigating societal & psychological issues

