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▼

George Bush announces his presidential 
candidacy at a rally in 1987. 

THE 1988 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
In 1988, a majority of Americans were 
economically comfortable, and they attrib-
uted their comfort to Reagan and Bush. 
When Michael Dukakis, the Democratic 
governor of Massachusetts, ran for the 
presidency in 1988 against George Bush, 
Reagan’s vice-president, most voters saw 

“ Read my lips: 
no new taxes.” 
GEORGE BUSH 

little reason for change. 
George Bush simply built on President 

Reagan’s legacy by promising, “Read my 
lips: no new taxes” in his acceptance 
speech at the Republican Convention. He 

stressed his commitment to the conservative ideas of the Moral Majority. 
Though Bush asserted that he wanted a “kinder, gentler nation,” his cam-
paign sponsored a number of negative “attack ads” aimed at his oppo-
nents. He told audiences that Dukakis was an ultraliberal whose views were MAIN IDEA 

outside the mainstream of American values. In particular, Bush suggested that 
Analyzing

Dukakis was soft on crime and unpatriotic. Causes 
Some commentators believed that the negative ads contributed to the lowest C What factors 

voter turnout in 64 years. Only half of the eligible voters went to the polls in contributed to 
Reagan’s victory1988. Fifty-three percent voted for George Bush, who won 426 electoral votes. 
in 1984 and 

Bush’s electoral victory was viewed, as Reagan’s had been, as a mandate for con- Bush’s victory in 
servative social and political policies. C 1988? 

1. TERMS & NAMES For each term or name below, write a sentence explaining its significance. 
•Reaganomics •Sandra Day O’Connor •Environmental Protection 
•supply-side economics •deregulation Agency (EPA) 
•Strategic Defense Initiative 
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2. TAKING NOTES 

Use a diagram like the one 
below to explore the effects of 
“Reaganomics.” 

DEFINITION OF REAGANOMICS 

Short-Term Effects 

Long-Term Effects 

Explain in a paragraph whether you 
think “Reaganomics” was good or 
bad for the economy. 

•Geraldine Ferraro 

CRITICAL THINKING 
3. ANALYZING MOTIVES 

Why did President Reagan and 
President Bush think it was 
important to appoint conservative 
justices to the Supreme Court? 

4. EVALUATING 
In your opinion, was Reagan’s first 
term a success? Think About: 

• how his tax cuts impacted the 
rich and the poor 

• the economy 
• the federal budget 

•George Bush 

5. ANALYZING PRIMARY SOURCES 
Read the following excerpt from 
Ronald Reagan’s speech at the 
1992 Republican Convention. 

“ We mustn’t forget . . . the very 
different America that existed 
just 12 years ago; an America 
with 21 percent interest rates 
and . . . double-digit inflation; 
an America where mortgage 
payments doubled, paychecks 
plunged, and motorists sat in 
gas lines; an America whose 
leaders told us . . . that what we 
really needed was another good 
dose of government control and 
higher taxes.” 

What picture did Reagan paint of the 
Carter administration? 
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