
As of Monday, April 20, 2020, College Board has released the following 
information about the AP Exams 

• For the 2019-20 exam administration only, most students will take a 45-minute online 
exam at home. Most exams will have one or two free-response questions, and each 
question will be timed separately. Students will need to write and submit responses 
within the allotted time for each question. It is recommended that students type answers 
in a separate application and then copy and paste answer(s) into the response area. The 
paper option - handwriting answers - may be good for math and some science answers 
where drawing and special characters are required. 

• Most students will be able to take these streamlined exams on any device they have 
access to, including a computer, tablet, or smartphone. AP World Language students will 
need to use a smartphone or tablet to record their answers, a computer or laptop will not 
be an option.  

• The exam questions are designed in ways that prevent cheating.  College Board will use 
a range of digital security tools and techniques, including plagiarism detection software, 
to protect the integrity of the exams. 

• The AP Exams will be open-note or open-book exams. Students are allowed to consult 
class notes or books to compose their answers. They are not permitted to communicate 
with other students as they complete their exams.  

• Students will be able to use their College Board approved accommodations for 2020 AP 
exams.  More information on testing with accommodations can be found here: 
https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/coordinators/accommodations 

• All AP students around the world will take AP Exams simultaneously. 
• Colleges support this testing plan and are committed to ensuring that AP students 

receive the credit they've worked this year to earn.  
• College Board has said that any student who wishes to cancel their exam may do so and 

will receive a full refund. To cancel an exam, students must request cancellation through 
their Total Registration accounts.  After that, all that is necessary is that a student does 
not log-in to take their exam. 
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