Ancient Greek Architecture



Tvpes of Greek Columns
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e Corinthian
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lonic Columns - Example

* The Temple of Athena
Nike in Athens, shown
here, is one of the most
famous lonic buildings in
the world. It is located on
the Acropolis, very close
to the Parthenon.







Corinthian Columns - Example

The Temple of the Sybil in
Rome is a good example
of the Corinthian design.
The Romans used the
Corinthian order much
more than the Greeks.










The theater of Dionysus, under the south side of
the Acropolis.




The Greeks built huge outdoor theaters on hillsides, so that people could be seated in
a way that let them see what was going on down in the stage area. The seating section
was called the Theatron, which is the origin of our word “theater”.

Theater was important to the Ancient Greeks because it was a way to honor the god
Dionysus, god of harvest and wine. Theater was such a a big deal that crowds of over
15,000 people would gather to see a play. Even prisoners would be released from jail
temporarily so they could attend! Every town had at least one theater and
competitions were held with winners for playwriting and performing. Sophocles was a
famous ancient Greek playwright. He wrote 120 plays. But there were many Greek
playwrights because plays were so popular. There were three types of plays:

eTragedies: The first type they invented was the tragedy. In tragedies, one or more
major characters always suffered a disastrous end.
eComedies: Comedies were invented next. In comedies, plays always had a happy
end.
eSatires: Satires were plays that made fun of mortal legends and of real people. In
ancient Greece, you did not poke fun at the gods - not in a play, not in real life, not
ever. But you could poke fun at your leaders. Satires in ancient Greece were often
political in nature, and could affect people's opinions about current events.
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The Remains from the Theater of Spart
What is an outdoor theater like this is called?
Who can point out where the seats were? Where the stage would have been?
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Does anyone know what an outdoor theater like this is called? Amphitheater

Who can point out where the seats were? Where the stage would have been? Seats are
in rows on the hillside. The stage is down in the center.



NAME THAT BUILDING






US Capitol Building
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