
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: COUNT BASIE CENTER FOR THE 
ARTS TEEN + COLLEGE FILM FESTIVAL 

Competition and onsite fest will locate and showcase the Garden State’s best student filmmakers – at 
home and out-of-state 

 
(RED BANK – DEC 11) The Count Basie Center for the Arts is accepting submissions for the first-ever Count Basie Center Teen 
+ College Film Festival, with the mission to locate, showcase and recognize student filmmakers from 7th grade all the way 
through college.  
 
Students can submit their films via Amazon’s Withoutabox platform at www.thebasie.org/filmfest. On Saturday, April 6, 2019, 
selected films will be screened and trophies awarded in several categories, with opportunities for schools to be recognized 
and for students age 16+ to vie for an internship experience with Sony Pictures Classics in Manhattan. See below for details.  
 
“The Basie’s Teen + College Film Fest is one of the events I look forward to every year,” said Tom Bernard, co-president and 
co-founder of Sony Pictures Classics, who also sits as a festival judge and will lead an industry roundtable for students on April 
6. “The passion for film and the talent of these young filmmakers continues to inspire me.” 
 
The Count Basie Center Teen + College Film Fest is open to New Jersey students in 7th and 8th grade, high school, and college. 
Middle and high school students are required to reside in and attend schools in the state, while the college category is open to 
full-time students enrolled in New Jersey colleges, New Jersey high schools graduates attending college out-of-state but 
considering New Jersey as their primary, legal residence.  
 

“The Garden State has a tremendous amount of creative and talented students,” said Adam Philipson, President and 

CEO, Count Basie Center for the Arts. “Our festival hopes to encourage new media makers and shine a spot light on the 

future of cinematic arts.” 

Students can visit www.thebasie.org/filmfest for official information, deadlines, rules and regulations. A $15 early-bird entry 
fee applies before January 20, after which a $25 fee applies goes into effect until the submission deadline of March 3, 2019. 
Selected films and further details on the onsite Count Basie Center Teen + College Film Festival will be announced shortly 

http://www.thebasie.org/filmfest
http://www.thebasie.org/filmfest


thereafter, set to feature big-screen showings of all selected films, meet and mingles for students and industry experts, a 
moderated roundtable / Q&A and more.  
 
“I’m thrilled to be involved with The Count Basie Center’s Teen & College Film Festival,” said producer Kim Allen, who has 
worked with everyone from Leonardo DiCaprio to Martin Scorcese and is serving as both an advisor and judge for this year’s 

festival. Her latest credits include the Academy Award winning film Call Me By Your Name, and the upcoming Change In 
The Air starring Rachel Brosnahan, Golden Globe winning star of Amazon’s The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel.  
 
“It’s extremely important to keep the arts alive and thriving everywhere, and as a New Jersey native, this area remains dear to 
my heart.  My hope is to witness a new generation of filmmakers emerge who feel a great deal of support and encouragement 
from their community.” 
 
AGE CATEGORIES: 
 

 Middle School: Students in 7th or 8th grades attending classes or being home schooled in the state of New Jersey.  

 High School: Students in 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th grades attending classes or being home schooled in the state of New 
Jersey.  

 College: Students aged 25 or below attending classes full-time college located in New Jersey, or legal New Jersey state 
residents or high school graduates of a New Jersey high school studying fulltime elsewhere in the United States.    

 
All students will be required to provide a resume, and prove their current status, NJ state high school graduation and / or state 
residency along with their film submission.  
 
AWARD CATEGORIES: 
 
One film in each category will receive recognition for: 
 

 Best Narrative Film  

 Best Documentary 

 Best Direction 

 Best Acting Performance 
 
An “Audience Award” will be given to the single film receiving the best onsite reaction at the Basie Center Teen + College Film 
Festival on April 6, 2019 at the Count Basie Center for the Arts. 
 
Any school submitting three (3) or more films will also be eligible for the “School Award,” which will provide the school a cash 
prize of $1,000 and Sony filmmaking equipment. This recognition will be determined by the highest average score of each 
eligible school’s submissions.   
 
SONY PICTURES CLASSICS INTERNSHIP:  
 
Winners of “Best Direction” in the high school and college categories will also receive the opportunity for an internship 
experience with Sony Pictures Classics in Manhattan. The internship will be awarded to one individual identified as the 
principal director for their film.   
  

### 
 

ABOUT THE COUNT BASIE CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

The Count Basie Center for the Arts is New Jersey’s premier center for the cultural arts, dedicated to fostering powerful, inclusive 
artistic experiences and creative exchange of ideas. The Basie mission is to inspire, educate and entertain through its distinct and 

engaging cultural and artistic offerings that reflect the diversity of the region.  As a nonprofit organization, the Basie is committed to 
enriching the community’s quality of life by generating opportunities for participation in the arts, partnering with schools, 

collaborating with other mission-based organizations and driving regional economic prosperity. The Basie Center has hosted an array 
of world-class artists, including Bruce Springsteen & the E-Street Band, Jon Bon Jovi, John Legend, Crosby Stills & Nash, Tony 



Bennett, Sophia Loren and Ringo Starr. Count Basie Center programming is made possible in part by funds from the New Jersey State 
Council on the Arts. 

 
For more information, visit www.thebasie.org. 

 

 
For more information on the Count Basie Center for the Arts, its events and initiatives, please contact Jon Vena, Count Basie 
Center for the Arts Vice President of Marketing and PR, at/ 732.225.8778 x 107 

http://www.thebasie.org/

